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Learning Objectives

1. Identify the most important consideration for deploying AVP 

applications.

2. Compare the strengths and weaknesses of cloud-based 

deployment paths.

3. Determine which deployment approach is best for you.

4. Describe how to reduce FORCAST/FIRST data entry burden
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Deployment Options
1. Original

• Local desktop stand-alone
o Everything stored on C:\ including the data file

2. Typical Current
• LAN + Fileserver

o The application stayed on C:\ but the data file moved to a fileserver
o Multiple users can access file servers the same data file (one at a time)
o The data file is easier to back up

3. The Future
• “The Cloud”

o But how?



AVP Applications in a Changing World - 4

Cloud Deployments
DO

• Keep everything together
o Application + data file on the same cloud desktop
o Use low-latency (fast) file I/O

DON’T
• Separate the application and its data file

o Data file in the cloud, but application left behind on the local 
desktop

o Examples: MS SharePoint / OneDrive
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Cloud Vendors
Running FORCAST / FIRST / FINAID in the Cloud

1. Microsoft Azure
• AVD – Azure Virtual Desktop (a full Windows desktop)
• Azure Remote Application or “Published” App 

2. Amazon Web Services (AWS)
• Amazon Workspaces (full Windows desktop)
• AWS AppStream 2.0 

3. Each mirrors the original design architecture
4. Choose the one that best fits your organization

• Where your other applications are installed
• Do you need full desktop or not?
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The Windows App

The Windows App on your local 
PC provides access to Azure.
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A Remote Windows Desktop

The remote Windows Desktop appears in a Window.
Application installation is just like on a regular Desktop.
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A Remote Windows Desktop
FORCAST launches as usual
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Seeking Volunteers for our IT Advisory Committee

1. Our firm has limited programming and IT resources

2. Wish to ensure that we know needs for majority of clients

3. This group will guide our software platform options

4. Plan to develop a list < ten (10) organizations



And now… 

A Completely Different Topic
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Data from Your EHR Platform

This data is likely available from 
MatrixCare/PointClickCare.

Let’s discuss how to move it into FORCAST/FIRST.
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New Entrant Data

Sample Excel Extract
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Activity Data
Sample Excel Extract
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Summary
1. FORCAST & FINAID can be deployed many ways, including the cloud
2. Our top requirement is minimizing the compute / storage distance
3. Choosing how to deploy depends on your existing circumstances

a. Who needs which applications?
b. What other (non-AVP) applications do users already access in Azure or 

AWS?
4. If only one person accesses the file: a desktop install with a cloud-sync 

folder (e.g. OneDrive) could work, but is not recommended
5. There are opportunities for reducing the data input tedium. Let’s talk.
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Questions & Answers




